
Welcome to Year 5 
A meeting to get to know the teaching team and to learn about 
life in Year 5.

Any queries please send a note or e-mail to the school office 
on either:

officemanager@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk 

admin@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk



Meet the team:

• Teachers: Mrs Gardener (Monday – Wednesday) 
Mrs Maclachlan (Thursday, Friday)

• Teaching Assistant: Mrs Parkins

• 1:1 support: Miss Motley, Olia Melnychuk

• PPA cover arrangements: Mr Holmes, Mrs Parkins, Mrs 
Wheatley (TBC)



Routines
 School begins: 8.45am (gate opens at 8.30am – please 

wait with your children)

 School ends: 3.15pm 

 Key Stage 2 children require a fruit or vegetable 
snack. No cereal bars, crisps, chocolate or biscuits etc. 

 Water bottle

 Coat



Year 5 Weekly Timetable



Physical Education

• Monday & Wednesday

• PE kit: Indoors: white t-shirt, black shorts
Outdoors: trainers, black tracksuit 
top & bottoms for those colder days!

• Daily Mile 

Physical Education is an essential part of the 
curriculum and necessary for a healthy life style. 



Pencil cases

• We will not be sending home the usual pencil case to be filled 
ready for September.

• Please provide a similar, clear, named pencil case with the 
following items ready for the first day back:

• pencils

• 30cm ruler

• rubber

• pencil sharpener 

• glue stick

• protractor

• Please ensure ‘bits and pieces’ are left at home to avoid 
distractions from learning! 



Curriculum Overview for the Autumn Term



English
We usually begin the term by writing postcards about the summer 
holidays and getting to know each other better by writing poems about 
ourselves. Then, through the use of two exciting and engaging fiction 
texts (The Wolves in the Walls and Cosmic), we will be addressing key 
Year 5 skills linked to grammar and sentence construction, ensuring that 
essential prior learning is embedded. Later in the term, we will explore 
an intriguing non-fiction text, The Monsterology Handbook, and use this 
to inspire our own non-chronological reports about mythical creatures. 
There will also be a weekly spelling focus.   

Guided Reading –

Reading will be taught as a whole class lesson each week and will focus 
on a different theme each month. Within the theme, the children will be 
introduced to a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry (including song 
lyrics) and there will be a strong focus on reading for enjoyment. At the 
end of each month, the children will be encouraged to continue to read 
the books at home or borrow them as a library book so that an adult can 
share the reading with them.



Reading expectations
• All children are expected to read their school reading book daily -

no excuses.
• In Year 5 and 6 children are allowed to record what they’ve read 

in their reading record book (we will continue with current 
reading record until complete). 

• Children who are ‘free readers’ will be expected to keep a Book 
Journal. This is a more detailed, creative and ‘grown up’ form of 
reading record. They should aim to complete a page each week –
there is a list of suggested responses in the front cover of the 
journal. They will need to date each page and also record the 
dates they read in the margin of the relevant week.

• Reading books, reading records and book journals should be 
brought to school every morning and will be sent home again at 
the end of the day.

• Reading books can be changed when needed. 
• They will also have the opportunity to choose books from the 

school library. 



Writing –Every piece, every time!



Maths
• This term we will be following the scheme of work written 

by White Rose Maths. 

• We will be differentiating our plans to meet the needs of all 
the children in Larch class.

• Our aim will be to focus on deep learning while also 
supporting the children to develop the ability to reason and 
explain their thinking.

• This term our maths will have a big emphasis on number 
and will cover place value, addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division and fractions.

• We will continue with our fluency sessions (revisiting 
learning from ‘last week, last month, last term’) on 4 days 
each week and weekly times tables test each Friday.



Home learning
• Reading : Preferably 10 minutes daily (independent & 

together). Record reading in reading record or book journal 
once a free reader along with one reading activity a week.  

• Spellings : A weekly task will be sent home to help children 
practise different spelling rules (completed in pink book). A 
different spelling rule will be covered each week. We will 
work on these spelling rules in school but children will also 
need to consolidate at home. 

• Times tables : Frequent rehearsal will continue to build on 
fluency.

• Take your pick – 20 point challenge: Variety of activities linked 
to curriculum areas we will be covering this term. Children to 
choose and complete one activity a week in their Learning 
Log (pink book – own design for front cover). 
Teacher/Teaching Assistant will check and sign weekly. 



Home learning



Behaviour for Achievement

• It is key that we work in partnership with 
parents/carers to get it right for our children.

• Our Behaviour for Achievement Policy can be found 
on the school website along with a parent guide.

• An updated Home School Agreement will also be 
sent home in September. This will need to be agreed 

to, signed and followed. 





Year 5 Class Charter
• We are kind and respect everyone so that they respect us.

• We look after our own and school property so that we have 
lovely resources to use.

• We listen carefully to adults and each other so we know what 
we are meant to do. 

• We ignore silly behaviour so that we can all concentrate on our 
learning.

• We focus on the task and do our best so that we can make 
progress.

• We move quietly and calmly around the classroom and school 
so that we are safe and not distracting others from their 
learning.

• We wear the correct uniform at all times to show we are proud 
of our school.

• We accept sanctions when they are given so that we can reflect 
on our behaviour for learning.



Safety Online
• Staying safe at home is the responsibility of parents. 

Please do monitor/supervise what your child/ren
does online. 

• Support the school’s approach to limiting screen 
time (especially before bed time – leave devices 
downstairs). 

• See e-safety page of our School website. 



Attendance 
Miss School, 

Miss Out!

• Children should be in 
school every day 
unless they are unwell. 



Reading & core skills over the 
summer break:

• The summer holidays is a much-needed break from routine for 
all of us but it is essential to continue with regular reading and 
use of core skills in order to prevent regression. 

• Some ideas:

• Continue with regular reading - the library Summer Reading 
Challenge 2023 is free and a great incentive. 

• Read all kinds of different texts (see Summer Reading list).  

• Write and send a postcard to a friend/family member.

• Baking – including weighing out the ingredients.

• Times table practice: TT Rock stars, Hit the Button, Purple Mash. 

• Budgeting with pocket money/spending money. 



Any Questions?

We are very much looking forward 
to a successful year with your 

children.


