
Welcome to Year 1  

A meeting to get to know the teaching team and learn about 
life in Year 1 



Meet the team

Teacher: Mrs Thompson

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Jackson and Mrs Hill



School Expectations

 We set high expectations for the children and hope that the 
parents will work together with us to ensure the children 
achieve their best





What’s different in year 1?

 Tapestry – we do not use this in year 1. Please feel free to 
record or stick photos in the learning log of work your child 
is particularly proud of for us to celebrate in class. 

 Curious learning – in year 1 we timetable time for learning 
through play however, we also have a more structured 
timetable too so it will seem like quite a change. 

 Forest School – we will be participating in outdoor learning 
across the whole curriculum as often as possible but it will 
not be a fixed day. Please ensure your child has wellies and 
waterproofs.

 Show and Tell 

 We would ask that things brought in are linked to our topics, a 
timetable will be uploaded on the webpage and your child will 
have a designated day to present.



Routines

 Morning routine: changing reading books, self registration, 
interactive calendar to help learning days of week, date, 
month, season and weather.

 We are teaching the children to be responsible for their own 
reading books and changing them when they need to.

 We tend to do Guided Reading, Maths, Literacy and Phonics in 
the morning and the non-core subjects in the afternoons. 

 Outdoor Learning: we will be doing some lessons outside 
regularly across all subjects. Eg: changing seasons for Science, 
making our own mud kitchen recipes for Literacy, creating 
natural sculptures for Art.



A typical day in year 1

• 8.45-8.55 Arrive at school and settle to group activity

• 8.55 Class registration

• 9.00 Maths activities and group work

• 10.00 Phonics

• 10.15 Snack and playtime

• 10.45 Literacy activities and group work

• 11.45 Lunch and playtime

• 13.00 Registration 

• 13.10 Non core subjects and curious learning  (Geography, 

Computing, RE, Music ….)

• 14.45 Show and Tell and Story time 

• 15.15 Home time!

The children still do a lot of learning 

through play as they make the 

transition to year 1.



Reading 

 Reading and phonics

 Such an important part of year 1 and we will be building on their 
learning in reception.

 Your child will read with an adult at least once a week at school

 Please read daily at home with your child.

 Tricky words

 These are words that can not be sounded out using their phonics 
skills eg the, she, would. There are quite a few in our English 
language!

 We will be sending home tricky words for the children to learn by 
sight, please practice these alongside reading books.

 Library Books

 To encourage the joy of reading, the children will be visiting the 
school library each week and choosing a new book to take home to 
read with an adult. 



Phonics 

 We will be focusing on level 5 of phonics and learning to 

both read and write the phonics

Ways to practice phonics at home

 Phonics play – free online resource

 Write down phonics sounds on pieces of paper or stick 

to the wall, ask your child to bring you a certain one

 Just having some of the sounds up on a whiteboard or 

on the back of the bathroom door can really help.

 Regular practice is very important to make sure the 

learning sticks!



Writing

 Year 1 is so exciting for your child’s writing!

 We see them become more independent and start 

writing their own ideas.

 Please do encourage and celebrate your child’s 

writing at home. It might not be perfect, you might not 

be able to read it, but do celebrate it. It takes a lot of 

determination and courage to try and write ideas from 

your head. 

 A main focus is sentence structure and the 3 non-

negotiables: Capital letter, finger spaces and full stop.



Maths

 We are going over numbers 0-10 and looking at the 

value of number, more, fewer.

 Can your child find 5 objects, can they match a number 

of objects to the correct number?

 Number bonds to ten. Eg 9+1=10, 2+8=10 and so on. 

Learning these number facts gives them the foundations 

of maths which will set them up for maths further up 

the school.

 NUMBOTS is a great online resource. (logins to follow)

 Again, try writing all the numbers 0-10 and ask your 

child to pair them up (you will need 2 number 5’s)



Physical Education

 Physical Education is an essential part of the 
curriculum and necessary for a healthy life style. 

 PE will be twice a week

 Encourage your child to get dressed at home 
independently – it may take longer but it is a very 
important life skill. 

 Shorts, T shirt, socks, trainers, tracksuit for 
outdoors. ALL NAMED PLEASE!

 Earrings, please remove for PE days

 Daily Mile 



Curriculum Overview 



Home-Learning
 reading with your child is a must – 10 minutes is a minimum.  

 Regular practice of the tricky words sent home is essential 
too, both to read and then to spell. (coming home shortly)

 Regular practice of number bonds to 10 will help your child 
understand the foundations of Maths. NUMBOTS is a great 
way for your child to improve their understanding – and it is 
fun! 

 Take Your Pick  - complete one activity per week. This in in 
your pink learning log and you can choose form a variety of 
activities across all the subjects in year 1. Books to be in every 
Monday.



The importance of daily reading

 It is so important to read everyday with your children

 In Year 1 (especially) reading is the major focus and is the 
gateway to accessing learning

 The ability to read boosts confidence and is a key life skill



Diary Dates

 Term starts Monday 4th September 2023

 More dates tbc



What to bring to school?

What does your child need for school?

• Named pencil case: pencils, sharpener, pencil crayons, felt 

tip pens, ruler  (No biros or highlighters please)

• PE kit

• Water bottle

• Clothes appropriate for weather

• Coats, sun hat, sun cream etc

• Wellies/ outdoor clothes

• Over – sized shirt / craft apron for painting



Ways to contact me

My main focus is on welcoming the children in the morning 

so my time is limited.

-You can also write a note in your child’s reading record.

- Updates will also be added to the Year 1 class page

Please contact the school office, I will get back to you as 

soon as I can. Please bear with me as the school day is jam 

packed!

The office can also help with:

- school absence

- clubs

- school trips



Any Questions?

We are very much looking 
forward to a successful year 
with your children.


