
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background information 
All around us, there are some things that are alive, some that, some things that re dead and some  
things that have never been alive. All living things have certain characteristics that help to keep 
them alive and healthy. Living things live in habitats that suit them, and which provide for their basic  
needs eg. Birds in nests in trees, keeping them safe from predators on the ground. Living things  
depend on other living things in order to survive eg. Animals that eat seeds from plants.  

 
 

Living things including habitats and food chains. 
In this unit children will be exploring the differences between things that are 

living, dead and things that have never been alive. Children will learn that 
most living things live in habitats suited to them and how different habitats 

provide the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants and how 
they depend on each other. Children will identify and name a variety of 

plants and animals and their habitats, including micro-habitats. Children will 
also describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals 

using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different 
sources of food.    

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 
In this unit pupils will learn… 

 Use their observations to point out difference between animals, plants 
and non – living things.  

 Recognise that plants provide food for humans and other animals 
within an environment.  

 Identify some local habitats.  

 Name a few of the organisms that live in a particular habitat.  

 With help, use keys to identify some animals and plants. 

 Recognise that different plants live in the local environment.  

 Describe the simple features of habitats.  

 Recognise a micro-habitat as a small habitat (eg. Leaf litter, woodlice 
under stones).  

 Describe some micro-habitats.  

 Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, 
including micro-habitats.  

 Recognise similarities and differences between plants and animals. 

 Explore and compare the differences between living things that are 
living, dead, and things that have been alive.  

 Explain differences between living and non-living things in terms of 
characteristics such as movement and growth.  

 Construct a simple food chain (eg. grass, cow, human).  

   Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other 
animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name 
different sources of food. 

 Suggest reason why different plants and animals are found in different 
environments.  

 Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited 
and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of 
different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each 
other.  

 Compare animals found in familiar habitats. 

 Compare plants found in familiar habitats with unfamiliar habitats  

 Use different factors to compare a range of habitats (eg. Water, light, 
temperature). 

 
 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
 Non-living  

 Dead  

 Living 

 Air  

 Food 

 Breathing  

 Water  

 Grow  

 Reproduce 

 Micro-habitats  

 Environment  

 Creatures  

 Insects  

 Animals  

 Habitats  

 Desert 

 Polar habitats  

 Rain forests  

 Large habitats  

 Food chain  

 Predator  

 Survival  

 Environment 

 Bug hotel 
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Enquiry skills and Key concepts 
 To observe animals and plants closely using simple equipment.  

 To identify different plants and animals and classify the animals and their food chains  

 Observe animals and plants closely and use their observations to suggest answers to questions.  

  

 

 

 

 

 


