
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Background information  
 In 1603 King James became King of England but the Catholics did not like the way he treated them. 

 The Gunpowder Plot was an attempt made by a group of Catholics to blow up the King and the Houses of Parliament. 

 In October 1605, one of the plotters gave the game away whilst trying to warn a relative, who was an Member of 
Parliament 

 On 4th November 1605, Guy Fawkes was caught red handed with the gunpowder just before the King was due to open 
Parliament. The conspirators were later caught and executed! 
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Knowledge and Understanding  
In this unit pupils will learn… 

 

 About the life of Guy Fawkes. 
 To sequence and recount the main events 

of the Gun powder plot. 
 To know some reasons for Guy Fawkes’ 

actions. 
 To know why and how Guy Fawkes is 

remembered today (Bonfire night 
traditions) 

 How we can find out about the past. 
 How life was very different in the time of 

Guy Fawkes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enquiry skills and Key concepts 
 

 To ask questions about and discuss 

episodes from the past. 

 To use sources of information and 

evidence to help answer questions about 

the past. 

 To make comparisons between the past 

and the present. 

 To suggest reasons why people acted as 

they did. 

 To consider points of view. 

 To debate the actions of people involved - 

were they right or wrong? 

 To give at least one reason for the main 

historical arguments. 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Monarch: a king or queen 

Catholics:  Christian members of the 

Catholic Church.  

The Pope: The leader of the Catholic 

Church 

Protestants: Christian members of the 

Protestant church 

Parliament: A group of people who 

meet to decide on how to govern the 
country 

Houses of Parliament: A building in 

London where the government meets 

State Opening: A ceremony to mark 

the start of a new parliamentary year  

Plot: a secret plan to do something 

wrong or harmful to others 

Conspirators: A group of people who 

get together and plot / make a plan 

Treason: The act of plotting or carrying 

out a crime against the king or queen.  

Guilty: Responsible for doing something 

wrong  
Oath: A promise 

Smuggled: Moved secretly 

Gunpowder: An explosive powder 

Fuse: a devise used to set off an explosion 
Barrel: A large, wooden container 

Cellar/Vault: A room underground 

underneath a building 
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